Symphony No. 5, Opus 47 of Dimitri Shostakovich (USSR Symphony 
Orchestra, Maxim Shostakovich, conductor; WNCN) 

Education and enlightenment and the partially-educated and the 
imperfectly-educated and "Do you know what lies at the bottom 

of the mainstream?. . . mediocrity." Education and enlightenment 
and battalions of partially-educated and imperfectly-educated 
modern-art-groupies and hangers-on and of course others have come 
here to publickly worship the works of Mark di Suvero and the 
groupies and the hangers-on seem to predominate. Education and 
enlightenment and the partially-educated and the imperfectly- 
educated are afraid not to like modern art and they are blinded 

py their non-critical enthusiasm for modernity and this has nothing 
to do with the works of di Suvero but rather with those who have 
come to this opening. Non-critical enthusiasm and critical en- 
thusiasm and the former must be seen in relation to human nature 
and the latter must be seen in relation to the human mind and 

"Any dog that does what it does does what human nature does and 

if not but if not why not and if why not what interest is that to 
the human mind. None at all" said Gertrude Stein on page one 
hundred and two of the First Vintage Books Edition, October 1973 

of The Geographical History of America. Lowest common denominators 
and these philistines are for the most part partially-educated or 
imperfectly-educated. Filters and when will the wheat be separated 
from the chaff and museums and now there are museums of modern art 
and the filtering process will not take place until it becomes 





a question of storage space. Salon art and the partially-educated 
and the imperfectly-educated and on January 28, 1936 Pravda pub- 
lished an article entitled "A Pandemonium Instead of Music" in 
which Shostakovich's Lady Macbeth of Mzensk (world premiére, 
January 22, 1934, Leningrad) was after two years of great success 
suddenly attacked and found to be "crude, primitive, vulgar... 
The music quacks, grunts, growls, suffocates itself in order to 
express the amatory scenes as naturalistically as possible. .. 
The composer, apparently, does not set himself the task of listen- 
ing to the desires and expectations of the Soviet public. He 


scrambles sounds to make them interesting to formalist-aesthetes, 


who have lost all good taste." Educations partial and imperfect 





